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iNow &hwhat | ORamy noddead.t owar d
iwel I, tiitme for me to go. Your frier
mi nutes. EmM oy the sunset.

Sarah turned her HAeaa Itloward t he

A couple of mi nutes | ater, Cl air
stressed. Her short, bl onde hair wa
her dress had seevaesrealmasrmaelrl shilauensdr

Sarah point e dChteoc kt hoeu t w@ nhdgoovis.ug s e
to be awesome.

Claire wentifit e etehd hwmitndadwd® got vy

fiwh e eJohn?

fiHe went out&Gabfér Dowmokr oMe

ilim so sorry. I know how you have
and his dé&i rdeil pg doesn

fiHe wlasal wayé | i ke that.

Y es, he was§g Wwaht yoa dednit. Yc
could help him stdpwanmt ntko ngt op.utL d
guedsSsa.r ah eyediivber déséeewmd. a | ot be-
Yowe a beauti ful wo man . ghe Islo,r rly wios
say this,®& bggaod  du mtawdet daindyn gd idrsg J
to break your beart, you know that?

Cl a8 reyes welled withespand, but

fiHey , only one of us i £ awatocwe d
the ®unset.

They watched the sun begin its
continued their conversation.

Thirty minutes | ater, Joe arrive
His | oose tie and mussed hair showe
him

His fatigue vanishildl Waegnhoeregaw

are yow feeling?
fiPeachy. | &k ibcuktetd tDpe abtihve anot her
He hel& Bandhand fibcaw darteo yod waifreee |
fMAs tired as you | ook. Mi dterm e:
a |l ot of papers Gopgpade. befobrei shm
nOf cour se, John the DroBakahs doi
sai d.

iCl a8 reeoi ng throughd eneedhtoagdty
wor kebdd oepstroked her hair.

AiTh@t okCdya,i rfiBesaide s , | owant to be

il admire y&@uw,e ysoau dknow,

Claire rai 9Why awo welyce byow.admi r e
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ASi mpl e. For t hév epassete nt enno tyhd anrgs , I
ti mes, and you hold everything toge
thinks nothing of it, asolong as he

il domndér st and.

AT hi s &Gveai mpod e® amplte.drJd omkkn ng
instead of staying at home feeling
wi t h 6Sar ah.

iSarsahmy best frdend.eWhyerwd®ul dn

AiTh&@t t he point and it says ever)
arod pe MadBd.l ucky to have you as his

Claire smiled again.

iNow &&hahe smild&alr avharstaitda see,

Claire |l owered heriTharmk yvouw, rhoe

fiRu lisy rdaSgahrta hirtdasd pl ace can eithe
or a place&Gofchjeey, upo ICheck out t
beautiful? This is a great room.

They watched the |l ast few minute
visiting hours were over.

DDDZ

The next morning, Sarah woke wup
given her morphine a@ |l have S$he ti
She saw Debbie tidying up.

iGood mor ndDnegb,b i Sfidosaahi addr.e yoou f eel i

iThe Gpabeatter, but 10 still feel a

irTh@t to be expected from your mec
a spong@kl bgeh. bt eak fmasdonteo hyeaue . onlcs
anything el se you need?

fiN 00.

Debbie brought Sarah her breakf e
but @ddihdave an appetite.

The doct 6¢iGoocda meorimién gDr .SaWhiht. e .l F
are yow feeling?

filim not dead yet.

Gl ad to steeth®apai M2d2w

MBetter ,&@ baeein donhave the stren
that froom the meds?

The doctor shook his head.

fiHow much | onbiger do | have?

AT WO mi nutes, t

wo hoursg@ kwowday
Each daeg &loiuve is a good day. Think
Ok ay, Do . Whi t e.
He finished hil & 2 ®& a minneaetdi oanyt h

d | will b @& oyo wrutidyertsoed.ay
n
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fiOkay, o hanks.

The doctor l eft . A few minutes
breakfast tray, and Sarah went back
sharp pain woke her up, but s
he window watching the scen
e on her face and seemed to Kk
on up.
uby tiGome@édmorni ng, S&rah. Welco
iGood morning.
il anotherddagtbhd kewve.0 |t must
arah Wmsl|l®dt i s .

fiHow are vy C
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Ruby shoolRNohebrabiyeadymar of the be
You @dowant the en@etaccemeingutt yohd
end is the hardest part.

The pain worsened, but Sarah wan

fiHang in tbere, sweetie.

Sarah nodded.

fiHeée somet hing to take your mind
wi sh that could come ©®drue, what wou

iBesi des being cancer dree and | i

iveah,&thergettiong around that.

Sarah thought aliwattuailtl yf,orl awomil
t wo .

fiOkay, what are they?

i f it weidde wamstsithbol et,allk t o my d.
knows hegone, Guhuritd doewnsh.

ATh&t a good&witshe. 0sWicaotn d ?

Al woul d want Joe not to bl ame h
happy | ife I kénolwapphbenfiseétt wishi sv

AiThé&y both ¢gRwhy wiglshescefdedtbi ehe
wi || be here in a @minbeebdaokchechk b
r et t

DDDZ

Sarah woke up and saw the ti me.
asl eep for four hours. Debbie must
Over the next couple of hours, Sar a

A voice by theHel hddbw®dDdreh b her .

She turned her head, saw the matr
gas ffizadd dy ?

Y e s, swaee tihes.ar t . | t

filtim sorry ., m Dsaoddsyar rly for |l etting
have tried harder to save you.

Her father movBoh,t cwar di-bleé dneh e dS
i not your fault. You went above a
my fault, not yowuhe . s miTllseidmkp | yow alv e
al ways béking there.

Tears rol |l edd fdéovel oS &r aylinShe Dadd
sniffled and wiped her eyes.

fil |l ove youg tog, dadl|l dog. Every
right.
fMAm | odead?

11
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iNo, but your time is coming. Mor
waiting foe ooki ihpefyooward to seei

ils there a Heaven?

fiDodh you worry alilioutbet hasltlt mramnsg htY.
for mé to go.

fiN o , Daddy d PRleeavsee don

Al must .

iwi | | | see you again?

Her f at her fivomi |lbeed .adaibtmlolée you,
turned and di sappeared.

She starfit eldove o, t oo, Daddy.

Dr . White came in, put the door
open. Sarah wiped the tears from he

During the exd@lmidqanwaon, i hetosaiget
here. Sometimes a |ittle noi&e helop

iHur ting. Do you have anything t

make me 0so weak?

He shook flliéi snohte atdh e Gmomakii mg ¥ du
weaber .

She sni fiMhedi mgamo®t be coming.

fiYes, OHet giasv.e her a fidlise iod anog ma
dosé@&.l htlp with @ h&npakinybut oshoul d

AiThankoSpowah sai d.

He gathered his materials and | e

The pain eased, and Sarah stared

Al t newdRmu bfaislas d, st afiNdi mapthert |
how the weat her i s, t he scenery C
beaud i ful .

Sarah tr ifldid, tRulsyni | ou kKnow, it

fiHot8 the pain?

iBetdSearr.ah wanted to tell Ruby ab
deci ded ndg awonrsrti eidténa wou tr&d kgle ihrey t o ¢
the same thing my dad did and give
here, he cried Ganldi ve | wi theoweden tronehu Ind
to suf féerfoamtye dad

iwel | 6 tulpad o you.

il tried to té&l lwohikm, and it doe:

fiDid you awrite him?

fiwhat good would that do?

ilt would do a @wolrdvde oyfo ugo owdo r dhse
wri oing

iltd need something to® write with

12
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Ruby poi ntse &siittdak eSatrhach not ebook a
to gou?
fiNow how didothat get there?

iMaybe Dr . Whi tise alnef é nvietl.op €h eurne
not ebook.

iY es, Ohere i s.

I't took Sarah a | ot of energy t«

but she was determined to put her w
As Sarah was aboufiThteéew ebnai snoyr eF
p

thing | wanbd you to ut in it.

iwh aa ?

ir e | | Joe to go to Claire as soc
hi dn.

AWh yo?

fAJohn died in a car accident | a-=s
headw i nto amother vehicle.

fiOh my GodSarCdhilret! out a cry.
fiWhen you te
that this is 0so
Sarah regai nef
0
g

Gi mmpor gant ot hat |,
thing you want.
Gdem nd®mpd anrde .

iYou see, Joe and Claire need ea
pain. I f they 0O to each& ot Aee, EBec
wi || be strong for the other. They
happiness in tl@eiknolw vtehsi.s lifs tvhheayt ¢
they will keep their paidn to themse
fOk @y hen shdél nlkomdadwe dexacdl y what t
She finished the note and read i
AT h&t a WonderfoBUbyen”‘ﬁaeddldba@tyod.

Sarah fsmiketl. moré at peace now

AT h&t good, sweeti e. Debbidile we | |
backol at er .

iSee yoo, Ruby.

iGoodbyed Sar ah

Sarah <c¢closed her eyes to the bt
mi nutes | ater, Debbie wal ked in.

fiHow ar e vyod lhef emalrisemgasked.

iBetter. Dr White 0ol d me my ti

filbn so 0sorry.

PAf t@r gbne , &8 ided hem again, plea:
m €0.

fRubybDxe b®i € ace AiNNowiosnteedbhy t hat nai
heoe.

iSures SHder, a little taller t
name tag. &Stheenaihkerehesimce the pl ac

14
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fioh , my God. ONmehbia nmienfut et.he rc
minute | ater, came in with a plaque
fls thids Ruby?

iYes , B theat.

The @®@urfsaece weklet whmeewas Ruby VW
Ruby worked here when the hospice o

iYou see? o0l was right.

fiRuby worked here for ten years
breast cancer Li ke youodi d, she fo

ifThen whato happened?

fiWwhen nothing more could be done
here. In fact, I think it was in t
arriving here as -4i patiye®ats dAbjat wa

Sarssahj aw dropped.

AiYou kndwe nmnyootu the first one to
speci al because she ®only appears to

fiWwe t @&aSkhedh held up the note she
fiRuby hel ped édmeglward tDer .t hWhsi.bel | ef t t

AiTh&t not Br.. §Whkotmew whose onot eboo

Sarah mi madtésdbe Ruby

iYo@we a lawcky girl.

iWriting itoSwer ¢ omdedut he paper
e

it in the nvel ope.

fiHer e, OlDeetbbime. put t he not e i n
returned it to Sar ah.flénT lseur pshes eldo gk
frie@dmdhoese.

fiHer husband was kil lbed in an acc

Debbi e HhselhdanSd ranidh §nt tsook @sdo rirty..

The phone rang. Sarah struggl ed
effort to raise her arm than it hac
Debbie picked up thek haadset and he

fiHeld o?

fiHey ,0t iies,mal e voice @HoOwW haea eo tyleaur
feelding?

iHi big brotliernotNosturseo hgoow dmu clh
hawve .

iDoh say that. [ was able to get
wé | be there toiomorrow to see you.

fiNo, &ddocno med see me.

iWhy dot ?

fiYou Gvomake a4t in ti me.

iNo, OMii . voi @Yeodler oak ef.i@@ht enake Yot

15
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Sarah &\Nwoi,f fll éwldal ready getting we
you | eaé bew,gohe bAf drearyacwl!l dedi We
cheek, and she put her hand on her

fiN o , SaoMihk e navroifeed . st r wmreg .al Waly s
defiedothe odds.

fiNot t hoiShet ifrmaught t he UMWiglkeeyw,0 cr
you have todbbe strong now.

il @dandYymuall of have | eft.

AiTh&@t not true You hawee Dyaowunr alnidf
Be strong for themdband tell them | |

fillim not strong | i ke you.

iNo, Gyeoustronger. You were al way
protected me from those bullies whe
how to defend myself. You introduce
heart alndwdantdide date anybody You
Mom and Dad died You and Joe gave
canceYou were al wayyise trhye tsdrmro,ngMiokey
remember that Now be thats hwehraa flor
want foor you

] wi ol | si s.

iCome up thi & eveefkfe naln yiwalywo saen da rnwec
wor k ti me. Whet her I make it or not ,

iOkay. | can call my boss and get

Her handsetiAl@®oti meeafvbrer me to go
heoo.

filtim going to mMbss you so much.

They wept again

iBye, Mikew I |l ove you.

By e, -Balrlae | ol ove you, too

She pulled the phone from her ea

For the next few minutes, she w
cleaned the tears from her face as

il oe shoul doShaer ahhéAsea isdoporngh)s ent abl e

Debbie did a f é&w ftahcien gasn dwibtrhu sShaer
bl onde hair. Then shayoreet rg oedvgeedo uas .h i

Sarah Mmah&dyou.

Debbie put the mirror ifl meredpoc
to check on ofHerbepabtaiceknttsqg dhidc kl ¢
Goodbyeg Sar ah.

fiGoodbye, 0 Debbi e.

Joe arrived a few minutes | ater
than he was yesterday.

fiHi , honey. How a&re you feeling t

iWeak. &Il kéhonww how dmuohadgtonger |

16
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Jon deSilva
Joe started to say something but

tears roll e dowr lyiou, fGacwaesestelr egd rhti .n ¢
me. @& d&aow what too do without you.

Y od | be in pain for a awhil e, but

iNobody canoreplace you.

iyou have o |l et me go.

Joe broked@down.

She startedfivba oSyt algaipoi nted
ni ghtstand bw otthee yipaud.a 1 Beterawet.

Joe got the envelope out of the
Joe, readn tglhoine after |

He started to open inlbe eawvove lyepge

fiOhbHe sni ffl ed and~nf@ot obMempallt f t
the envelope on the @&i gnhahsdin@nd oand
beaudai ful.

A peaceful f eelfiédmga wawchkyd woman hi
a wonder ful Mraen tlH & eb eyotu . h wsoluand a w

iYowe the best wi fe a husband c
woul d haveohad chil dren

] do, t oo, but woul d you want t
you want them to | ose their mother?

fiNobJ oe saw Sarah struggling to br

Sarah | ookediRabyttwaswrndbw. Anot
sunset O%lke beagume dWe orad rae awdinder f ul
gether. Thank oyou for everything.

He hel d hefPlheaansde fisitgghyt.e rDon

She gasped more and could only t

fiHel | osbe®aregbi ce by the window sce

fiHi , Daddyo. I s it time?

Joe |l ooked towaridlandalke .empdy aoh nmd:

Her father apfreec@c hddnet hs wieed hec:
Joe g@odbye.

Sarah said to Jooodbyé mobonay .wi
y ol .

] |l ove 9gou, Sar ah.

She turned her head to the othe

extended his hand to haélrakeaendnyg ahvaen d:
Sarbaehl | e. Y& amdmmag omM you. We al|l
She stru ed to rai séComemghanc

Daddy.

Sarah gasped for a few more seco
body went | i mp

iSaramMJoeoput her hand to his f
mi nutes | ater, Debbie entered the r
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ilim sorry, Mr . Mi tchel | . Sarah w
take @are of.

irThank yoa, Debbie.

fiWwe have to prepare her for the f
You can come back tomorrow to pick 1

iCan | be with healoa fteowkmdrhe min
of f the nightstand.

Ok adyDe b bi e pointed tf@&aradhot her \

0
beauti fuld syuonu®etth,i ndko?n
iYes,o0o it is.
He opened the envel ope and read

Dear Joe,

~3=
> O —

d
r. We vowe o tak
ou remember hem?
s, and now death hi
g ri t now, my | o
gnptomdatant t o u. As painfu
@t dme wghoa.t Oandgliyvei Wp ®monl i
ng, happly diive tatheatadupfbegoa
S etimes do things on b
t swehya,t he or sheldwousladv eh a
u sing. This is what I v

oQ
[elelN0]

k nodwe ylwr t i n

>
o<
@ @D

p
u
nored those vo
| X
r
d
e

(@@ ] QO
ccCcw <
(7))
—h('Dm

luif ffeer edownough. Le
full est. Experien
can share thi

o> Soo
<doTc® ®3c
_|

(ORI 0]
"""'"33: (e

>OD® —*+®d® O

DYy SO <<DT
®W»WoDDdo

—_—

Thank you, J
wi || mi ss you.

o)
>
o

Love,
Sar ah

19



Hail ey Barrow

20



deSi |

Jon

S Cs
VSR
=2
()
D.W
c® -+
C c -
T ©®
n O =—
T ©Q
c s
o (]
nhtD
o °-°©°
@
rlh_.l
eUtAw
~0oZ®
=
-3-©
® o
—_—
s @
v~ E
c=— -
- et
- c
- b

now.

e

t

i n
k

0
d
c

back
OT h

|l etter

Debbie.

o me.

he

nt o

Tak_e
she
Sarah?
o him, Mogyegdo hglmadh a
went

t

showed

an
e d fiStoe raon®d lale.k .

r

Claire

D

t @) ogent d ehaed .s eH
aeomni dertto. alde i rckrm ph
Sso 0sorry.

uggl ed

ni ght

filém

fil

wake

arr ¢
her

t

he
be

t
y ou

maki ng

Wi

day

al |
Friday.

spent
S on
nodded.

He

f a

the tears from her
I forgod nwt vdi®s dp Bair rath
amoet .

wedb | efiNo§ riss

wi ped
God!
Tear s

She
my

fiOh,

s he

What oRappened? | s

no.

h,

> - T T
-
c
o? O+
.o ==
o
> e.md
bt =)
E )
o @ Q
I\m -5
o mmm
t T~ o
— Weh
5 >
@t ns
© Oe
= - n o
dW —_— —
P )
ahO
o S -
mo Q- (]
S s o
g~ 2o
rre
o TR =)
o = 8°©°
Mw v_mc
= . g >
dSO@ .T.rlabduam
Odd,@ o T
- _ O o.
Cozgp D0 oEo
o o n
eWOh COpo®
T =<

<
<

Claire the note and

hand.ed

Joe

oc &



Jon deSil va

Realizing what they were doing,
flim s ®@Ctwni re adj éWet esdhdhuelréhwheai dane
that @ Ikndbom what ol was thinking.

ivyeah.&@ | kdow what caée tawermngmd.o
advant age of you.

fil know. &Malydweauiste of what Sar a
needing ®ach ot her.

iMay be. @Weblelt,t elr get home. I have
tomorrowd morning.

filim not
you & fokiaty .

going in to Gvolrkkeé omor gow
Joe nid@ddedve f
ol di n

or you to go.

Still h g hands, they heade«

other a peck on the cheek and Joe wi
DDDZ

The next morni ng, Joe and Cl air
Sarsaht hings together Whil e they wer
Joe for a few minutes.

Joe arrangeds tfounheavad Sar a%at ur de
Claire could attend both funerals.
to Ssarfalhner al without missing any wo

They were al most finished when
door ibaayr,ah was & good woman.

They turned and saw her name tag

AiYowe RUbe, sai d.

fives, ol am.

fit h a nk you for&evdadroynthi fngr y®ar a
menti oned you by name. She said vyo
depressing or a place of joy. Thank

iISarah made it a place of |joy, b
|l oved ba@th of you.

fiWwas it your idea of or her to writ

] hel ped a little, but i ttd was m
bl ame yourself for her death |ike
She @iwant you to give up on I|ife. !
Claire She was worried you would b
friend and deny yourself a good | if

fiWas it your idealderastkeed.o see (

Y e s , but it was already somet hi |
t wo people closest to her. Both of
al ways remained strong. She knew vy
other. You may not feel that way ri
and dobnlk 0sgeu

22



Jon deSi |

Claire and Joe | ooked at each ot

fil know both of yodaRwbhy aie#t.i ng
comfort and strength in each other
both of you. I have faith that you 1

Joe and Claire finié&hddimugtst iimg c
box.

fiRuby, would you | ike to go with
cof bleoee? dWdde d.i ke to talk more with

il wish | could dut thank you any

ild | i ke to do something for you
care oof Sarah.

Ruby sihobuedlready did, baby.

Claire sGooiithapkIJpgpoeu agadn for e

iYo@m e wel come, sweetheart .o You tv

Joe picked utphitrhke Wweoxhaebewveernyt
go. Are youw ready, Claire?

filim r edady .

Al time for meRuboy @gsby ihsohmefdt tioso ,o

Emman Abukhal il
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Kaicy Duckworth

To
Bu
Ca
Y o
Wa
To
Wi
Or
Wi
Gr
Fo
On
Or
Th
Or
Wh
Ca
Wi
Po
Or
Fo
As
V a
Or
Or
F a
Do

Marri age

have,

are you really mine to own?

I have you e vwanntwhteon byeo uk edpotn?

r inner man, your thoughts. Are they
that not a part of the deal or did
hol d,

I you pour out what your heart desir
do you bé&licey® MmMén gdmr mom tell yol
I you hold me when | need to be held
sping oendimg hever you swore to
better,

my best days as | float on c¢cloud nin
wi || my confidence and intelligence
t yYyouewvcean gi ve a sista a high five?
for worse,

n my world has come crashing and dar

you drag me out of bed and assure n
I you stick by my side as suicide 1
sibly taking my issues out on you?

was for worse just a pretty poem you
richer,

we build our dynasty conquering the
ationing amongst our steeds, trampl:.
wi || the |l ove for blue paper showcas

for poorer,
lure after failure, attempting to cl
you excuse yourself for adultery,

Cl ai mi ng another episode of a weak man

14 I
I

\Y

stick by your side, émi awater m. When
ow to umbrella as you | ead. Not step

as you get us back on our feet.
24



Kai cy Duckw
I n sickness,
I f you forddt swhad Il |laome Ilyou.
Can you hold up your end of the deal ?
Wheehairing through Paris as we take o
Oor wi || my illness bother you?
Wi | | my old age not reconcile with you
Do you even know what you signed up fo
And in health,
Just how well do you think you know me
Can you recognize my triggers,
Soothing my pain before | can even utt
Wi | | e iwed Ibe at your forefront,
Lause | promise yours wil/ be at mine.
To |l ove,
Loving me on iy abegsitvednays, that
But wi Il you stil!l show interest ten vy
Can my aromatic voice |ight up your wo
As you remember what we were even put
Graciously walking through every room,
Or will toxicity disgrace our very bei
Causing every young child to stench ev
To cheri sh,
Wi | | you hold this commitment to a hig
Treasur@ nogi whaand yours?
Wil l youflhatdddo syeoutro your heart,
Or wi || this |l ove fade amongst the oce

apart?

Are you even capable of what you pr omi
Was it all just a |ie?
Unt il parted by deat h,
But does it all really end there?
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Kaicy Duckworth

Will our rings vanish with the graves,
Or do you pledge to find me on the othe
Send me flowers on Monday to my surpris
Pl ease | o@me area vwehi | e |
1a 1 pray for you on this journey called
I justdHompea awyod or me.




Al eci ah Bar ne:¢
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